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POETRY AND SPIRIT: JUDITH WRIGHT- ENVIRONMENTAL, 

INDIGENOUS AND SPIRITUAL CONCERNS. 

Fri, Dec 2, 2022, 3:00PM – Thu, Dec 8, 2022, 12.00 PM 

led by Michael Griffith 

This course offers the opportunity of deepening your experience of spirit through exploring Judith Wright’s 
poetry. Mornings will be structured readings and conversations on the nature of poetry and the way it can 
open us to new ways of seeing ourselves and what is around us. Afternoons will provide ample time for 
individual reflection and your creative responses to what you have discovered through poetry and within 
the landscape of Silver Wattle. Some evenings may provide opportunities for relaxed sharing of what we 
have learned or discovered 
 
Judith Wright is one of Australia’s most prophetic creative spirits in her wish to heal our relationships to the 

environment and our relationships with the Aboriginal peoples of this land.  

She embodies in her poetry the quest for a wholistic, transformative spiritual experience, beyond denominations 

and creeds. Her sources for this are wide ranging: Christianity, Sufism and the new insights of science. Several 

Quaker influences in her early formative years also helped open her heart and mind to transforming our European 

colonial attitudes to the environment and to First Peoples, what Judith called the ‘Two Fires’: the transformative 

power of her art and her activism.  

Judith Wright’s life and work is a powerful legacy for all Australians now and in the future. It is also a legacy that 

throws much light on the core teachings of the Quaker tradition: our relationship to the natural environment, our 

relationship to our Aboriginal neighbours, our quest for spiritual insight.  

This week long course at Silver Wattle Quaker Centre, will introduce Judith Wright in the context of the core 

interests that drove her work through her whole life.  Silver Wattle is not far from Braidwood where Judith Wright 

spent the last decades of her life.  

Judith Wright’s poem “The Wattle-Tree” published in her 1955 volume The Two Fires, powerfully expresses her 

wish to be transformed by her deep creative response to the landscape:  

Michael Griffith is an experienced teacher of literature and 
poetry, and his work ranged from Shakespeare to William Blake 
to Australian poets. Michael has taught literature at the 
Australian Catholic University for the last 45 years and with 
many disadvantaged groups through the Clemente program. Now 
retired, he has published widely on Australian literature and 
has written poetry. His PhD researched the Australian poet 
Francis Webb, and was published as God’s Fool: The Life and 

Poetry of Francis Webb (Harper Collins/ Angus and Robertson, 1991). Still available as an ebook 
at https://www.amazon.com.au/Gods-Fool-Life-Poetry-Francis-ebook/dp/B0091SJ26K 
He has been an attender and then a member of the Wahroonga Quaker Community for 25 years.  

 
Course cost $650 (single accommodation), Twin share $550 (COVID restrictions apply) 

includes all meals, lunch on final day 
Transfers: Bungendore train station $30 (SWQC cannot offer airport transfers) 

Register at https://www.silverwattle.org.au/upcoming-courses 

about:blank
https://www.silverwattle.org.au/upcoming-courses

